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PLUM CREEK AND GEORGIA LAND TRUST PERMANENTLY CONSERVE MORE THAN 5,000 ACRES OF SOUTHERN GEORGIA COASTLINE 

Partners Celebrate Conservation Agreement

(LIBERTY COUNTY, GA) – Plum Creek and Georgia Land Trust today announced an agreement to conserve 5,285 acres of Plum Creek’s Liberty County property by establishing the Jelks Pasture Conservation Easement. This historic easement will permanently protect the unique marshes, hammocks and tidal estuaries of Georgia’s Southern Coastal Plains and the fish, wildlife and plants that inhabit this delicate ecosystem. 

Plum Creek voluntarily donated this easement which will provide permanent, natural habitat throughout the Jelks Pasture area for high-priority species and ecosystems as defined by the Georgia Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy. The company, which will continue to own the land, has agreed to protect its ecological, recreational and historic values and to keep it in an undeveloped state. As the easement holder, Georgia Land Trust will monitor the property to ensure the established conditions of the easement are met. 

“Plum Creek has a strong history of conservation, and we are pleased to partner to conserve this environmental treasure for the benefit of public interest and enjoyment,” said Jim Kilberg, senior vice president of real estate for Plum Creek.  “By partnering with Georgia Land Trust, the Georgia Conservancy and a number of other public and private partners, we will protect this special place for the enjoyment of generations to come.” 
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Plum Creek, which owns more than 350,000 acres in Coastal Georgia and 28,600 acres in Liberty County, has committed more than 1.3 million acres of lands to conservation outcomes across the country. 

“This Plum Creek conservation easement–with its size, environmental values and sheer beauty–is an example of a company successfully balancing the need for community growth with the need to protect the most fragile of natural resources,” said Katherine Eddins, executive director of Georgia Land Trust. “The benefits of this conservation easement–cleaner water and air, soil quality, enhanced wildlife and fisheries habitat in healthy watersheds–extend beyond the boundaries of the protected land and provide everlasting, measureable value to people and communities.”

The Georgia Land Trust safeguards watersheds, soil and water quality, and wildlife habitat across more than 102,000 acres through easements on private lands across the state of Georgia.  

Jelks Pasture Tract History

The known history of the Jelks tract goes back to Colonial times, a portion of which was under the ownership of Ben Law (1719-1803).  Numerous tracts and separate owners comprise what is now the Jelks Pasture tract.  Beginning in 1902, Ogden John Olmstead (1858-1934) began assembling several properties for the purposes of running cattle, farming, and timber production. In all, there were at least 22 separate tracts assembled of approximately 11,000 acres of marsh and high ground.  Some of these tracts included the Myrtle Grove Plantation, the Deal Place, the Ben Law tract, the Jackson & Ashmore lands and many more.  With this assemblage, the tract came to be known as the Olmstead Pasture.  Olmstead resided in Hinesville and was the manager of a naval stores company.  Upon his death in 1934, the 11,000-acre tract was passed to his children, each receiving a one-eighth interest in the property. In 1945, Eunice Dasher Olmstead (1900-1963) purchased all the shares of the property from the siblings of her husband, O.J. Olmstead, Jr. and the property stayed in the family until it was sold by Mary Olmstead Rogers and Almeida Olmstead Jelks to the Brunswick Pulp and Paper Company in 1967. Subsequently, Brunswick was merged with Georgia Pacific, and ultimately Plum Creek Timber Company.  David Augustus Jelks survives as the remaining named family member and the new conservation easement is named “Jelks 
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Pasture” in the honor of his family. David and Marlene Jelks still live on the western edge of the property.

###
Georgia Land Trust

Georgia Land Trust, Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)(3) conservation organization headquartered in Savannah, Ga. dedicated to protecting land for present and future generations, primarily by helping private landowners establish conservation easements on family and investment lands. Georgia Land Trust, Inc. and its affiliate organizations, including Alabama Land Trust, Inc. and founding organization The Chattowah Open Land Trust, Inc., permanently safeguard more than 159,000 acres of land with more than 450 conservation easements, thereby protecting more private land than any other regional conservation group in the southeast. Georgia Land Trust protects more than 102,000 acres in Georgia. Learn more at www.galandtrust.org.
Plum Creek 

Plum Creek is the largest and most geographically diverse private landowner in the nation with approximately 7 million acres of timberlands in major timber producing regions of the United States and wood products manufacturing facilities in the Northwest. The company is proud to have committed more than 1.3 million acres to conservation outcomes in the United States. For more information, visit www.plumcreek.com.
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